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Sunday, August 1, 2021

PRELUDE
Whiter Than Snow, Fischer, arr. Huggins
WELCOME
* OPENING HYMN OF PRAISE

* CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

As one body of Christ,
we gather together this day.
Blessed by one Spirit,
we gather in unity and love.

* OPENING PRAYER
Speak truth to us this day, O God.
Speak truth to the most inward parts of our hearts and minds,
that we might speak your truth in love
and that you might speak your truth through us each and every day.
In your holy name, we pray. Amen.
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Version

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only
Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic+ church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
* GLORIA PATRI (No. 70)
MEINEKE
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

PSALTER LESSON

Psalm 51:1-12 (CEB)

1

Have mercy on me, God,
according to your faithful love!
Wipe away my wrongdoings
according to your great compassion!
2
Wash me completely clean of my guilt;
purify me from my sin!
3
Because I know my wrongdoings,
my sin is always right in front of me.
4
I’ve sinned against you—you alone.
I’ve committed evil in your sight.
That’s why you are justified
when you render your verdict,
completely correct
when you issue your judgment.
5
Yes, I was born in guilt, in sin,
from the moment my mother
conceived me.
6
And yes, you want truth

in the most hidden places;
you teach me wisdom
in the most secret space.
7
Purify me with hyssop and I will be clean;
wash me and I will be whiter than snow.
8
Let me hear joy and celebration again;
let the bones you crushed
rejoice once more.
9
Hide your face from my sins;
wipe away all my guilty deeds!
10
Create a clean heart for me, God;
put a new, faithful spirit deep inside me!
11
Please don’t throw me
out of your presence;
please don’t take your holy spirit
away from me.
12
Return the joy of your salvation to me
and sustain me with a willing spirit.

OFFERTORY
Jesus Use Me
(Gloria Maddox)
OLD TESTAMENT READING
26

2 Samuel 11:26-12:13(CEB)

When Uriah’s wife heard that her husband Uriah was dead, she mourned for her husband. 27 After the time of mourning was
over, David sent for her and brought her back to his house. She became his wife and bore him a son.
But what David had done was evil in the LORD’s eyes.
12 So the LORD sent Nathan to David. When Nathan arrived he said, “There were two men in the same city, one rich, one poor. 2 The
rich man had a lot of sheep and cattle, 3 but the poor man had nothing—just one small ewe lamb that he had bought. He raised that
lamb, and it grew up with him and his children. It would eat from his food and drink from his cup—even sleep in his arms! It was like
a daughter to him.
4
“Now a traveler came to visit the rich man, but he wasn’t willing to take anything from his own flock or herd to prepare for the
guest who had arrived. Instead, he took the poor man’s ewe lamb and prepared it for the visitor.”
5
David got very angry at the man, and he said to Nathan, “As surely as the LORD lives, the one who did this is demonic! 6 He
must restore the ewe lamb seven times over because he did this and because he had no compassion.”
7
“You are that man!” Nathan told David. “This is what the LORD God of Israel says: I anointed you king over Israel and delivered
you from Saul’s power. 8 I gave your master’s house to you, and gave his wives into your embrace. I gave you the house of Israel and
Judah. If that was too little, I would have given even more. 9 Why have you despised the LORD’s word by doing what is evil in his
eyes? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and taken his wife as your own. You used the Ammonites to kill him.
10
Because of that, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hittite as your own, the sword will never leave your own
house.
11
“This is what the LORD says: I am making trouble come against you from inside your own family. Before your very eyes I will
take your wives away and give them to your friend, and he will have sex with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did what you did
secretly, but I will do what I am doing before all Israel in the light of day.”
13
“I’ve sinned against the LORD!” David said to Nathan.
“The LORD has removed your sin,” Nathan replied to David. “You won’t die.

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
NEW TESTAMENT READING

Ephesians 4:1-16 (CEB)

4 Therefore, as a prisoner for the Lord, I encourage you to live as people worthy of the call you received from God. 2 Conduct
yourselves with all humility, gentleness, and patience. Accept each other with love, 3 and make an effort to preserve the unity of the
Spirit with the peace that ties you together. 4 You are one body and one spirit, just as God also called you in one hope. 5 There is one
Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 and one God and Father of all, who is over all, through all, and in all.
7
God has given his grace to each one of us measured out by the gift that is given by Christ. 8 That’s why scripture says, When he
climbed up to the heights, he captured prisoners, and he gave gifts to people.
9
What does the phrase “he climbed up” mean if it doesn’t mean that he had first gone down into the lower regions, the earth?
10
The one who went down is the same one who climbed up above all the heavens so that he might fill everything.
11
He gave some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers. 12 His purpose was to equip God’s
people for the work of serving and building up the body of Christ 13 until we all reach the unity of faith and knowledge of God’s Son.
God’s goal is for us to become mature adults—to be fully grown, measured by the standard of the fullness of Christ. 14 As a result, we
aren’t supposed to be infants any longer who can be tossed and blown around by every wind that comes from teaching with deceitful
scheming and the tricks people play to deliberately mislead others. 15 Instead, by speaking the truth with love, let’s grow in every way
into Christ, 16 who is the head. The whole body grows from him, as it is joined and held together by all the supporting ligaments. The
body makes itself grow in that it builds itself up with love as each one does its part.

ANTHEM
One Faith, One Hope, One Lord
(Rachel Black)
* GOSPEL READING

John 6:24-35 (CEB)

24

When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and came to Capernaum looking for
Jesus. 25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”
26
Jesus replied, “I assure you that you are looking for me not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate all the food
you wanted. 27 Don’t work for the food that doesn’t last but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Human One will give
you. God the Father has confirmed him as his agent to give life.”
28
They asked, “What must we do in order to accomplish what God requires?”
29
Jesus replied, “This is what God requires, that you believe in him whom God sent.”
30
They asked, “What miraculous sign will you do, that we can see and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate manna
in the wilderness, just as it is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.”
32
Jesus told them, “I assure you, it wasn’t Moses who gave the bread from heaven to you, but my Father gives you the true bread
from heaven. 33 The bread of God is the one who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”
34
They said, “Sir, give us this bread all the time!”
35
Jesus replied, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be
thirsty.

SERMON

Rev. Chad Foster
Kings: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Pastor:
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him,
who earnestly repent of their sin
and seek to live in peace with one another.
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.
People:
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have failed to be an obedient church.
We have not done your will,
we have broken your law,
we have rebelled against your love,
we have not loved our neighbors,
and we have not heard the cry of the needy.
Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Pastor:
Hear the good news:
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;
that proves God's love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
All: Glory to God. Amen.
--------Pastor: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Pastor:
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,
always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life.
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast.
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God,
and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day
when justice shall roll down like waters
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream,
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war anymore.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
People:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Pastor:
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to announce that the time had come
when you would save your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection
you gave birth to your Church,
delivered us from slavery to sin and death,
and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.
At his ascension you exalted him
to sit and reign with you at your right hand.
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over he took the cup,
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.
People:
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.
Pastor:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,
and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ,
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet.
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God ), now and for ever.

* HYMN OF RESPONSE

* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
We'll Work 'til Jesus Comes, Miller, arr. Cox

