
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

First United Methodist Church 
Andover 

3801 Polo Club Blvd. 
Lexington, KY 40509 

andoverlex.org 
 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 
 

The flowers on the altar are given by Jack and Marcie Whitney in honor of their 
anniversary. 

 
 
 
 



PRELUDE     
The Christmas Drummer, arr. Ham 

 
WELCOME 
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING  
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Today is the second Sunday in Advent, a season of waiting and expectation. Advent is 
both a beginning and an end to the Church’s pilgrimage through the life of Christ. It is a 
time to recall the world’s expectation and longing for the first coming of Jesus Christ 
into our humanity, and a time to anticipate his second coming in final victory. 
As we eagerly wait for the day of Christ’s return, let us remember this portion of God’s 
story told in the book of Malachi: 
 

“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly 
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, 
whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. 
 
But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? 
 
For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. He will sit as a refiner and 
purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the 
Lord will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of Judah 

 
Light the first two  candles 
 
This morning we light a candle, looking forward with hope, as did God’s people long 
ago, to the coming of Emmanuel. May the words we have heard remain a beacon of 
the gospel message as we join in their witness to the story of God’s salvation. 
 
Let us pray: 
In the stories of Moses, 
in the psalms of David, 
in the words of the prophets, 
in the witness of the apostles, 
your promise is spoken and revealed, eternal God, 
and takes flesh at last in the womb of the virgin Mary. 
May Emmanuel find welcome in our hearts, 
take flesh in our lives, and be for all people 
the welcome advent of redemption and grace. 
We ask this through him whose coming is certain and whose Day draws near; 
your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S PAGEANT    
 
  
CHILDREN’S BLESSING  

(At this time children up to 5th grade may go to Kid’s Worship.  This is a time of worship geared to our young ones.    We do 
welcome children to remain in worship with their families.  We want to support families in whatever works best for you!

 
 

 
 



HYMN OF PRAYER AND PREPARATION  (VV. 1,2,3) 
 

 
 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 



 
SCRIPTURE READING                                    MALACHI 3:1-4 (CEB) 

Look, I am sending my messenger  
who will clear the path before me;  

suddenly the LORD whom you are  
seeking will come to his temple.  

The messenger of the covenant  
in whom you take delight is coming,  

         says the LORD of heavenly forces.  
 

2 Who can endure the day of his coming?  
Who can withstand his appearance?  

He is like the refiner’s fire  
or the cleaner’s soap.  

3 He will sit as a refiner  
and a purifier of silver.  

He will purify the Levites  
and refine them like gold and silver.  
They will belong to the LORD,  

presenting a righteous offering.  
4 The offering of Judah and Jerusalem  

will be pleasing to the LORD  
as in ancient days  

and in former years.  
 

 
SERMON                                   Rev. Chad Foster 

“The Season of Advent” 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                       Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and 
the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in the one holy catholic* and apostolic 
church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come.  Amen. 

     *universal 

 

 



* CONFESSION AND PARDON 

Pastor: 
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, 
who earnestly repent of their sin 
and seek to live in peace with one another. 
Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another. 
 
People: 
Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have failed to be an obedient church. 
We have not done your will, 
we have broken your law, 
we have rebelled against your love, 
we have not loved our neighbors, 
and we have not heard the cry of the needy. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Pastor: 
Hear the good news: 
Christ died for us while we were yet sinners;  
that proves God's love toward us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 
People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 
All: Glory to God. Amen. 
 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR ADVENT 

 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  
always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty (almighty God), creator of heaven and earth. 
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. 
When we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. 
 
You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets, who looked for that day 
when justice shall roll down like waters 
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream, 
when nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war anymore. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 



People: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Pastor: 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ, 
 whom you sent in the fullness of time to be a light to the nations. 
You scatter the proud in the imagination of their hearts 
 and have mercy on those who fear you from generation to generation. 
You put down the mighty from their thrones and exalt those of low degree. 
You fill the hungry with good things, and the rich you send empty away. 
Your own Son came among us as a servant, 
 to be Emmanuel, your presence with us. 
He humbled himself in obedience to your will 
 and freely accepted death on a cross. 
By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection 
 you gave birth to your Church, 
 delivered us from slavery to sin and death, 
 and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, 
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me." 
 
When the supper was over he took the cup, 
gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, 
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving 
as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
People: 
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
 
Pastor: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
 
Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, 
that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood. 
 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, 
one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. 
 
Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, 
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God ), now and for ever. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



* HYMN OF RESPONSE 
 

 
 

* BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE   
 

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen; Traditional English, arr. Carter 
 

All music in this service is licensed under CCLI Copyright #1354900, CCLI Streaming #CSPL162444, CCS Streaming & Copyright 
#14072 and One License A-723948. 


