First United Methodist Church
Andover
3801 Polo Club Blvd.
Lexington, KY 40509
andoverlex.org

Sunday, May 22, 2022
The altar flowers are given by Emilie Conant in memory of
Emmett and Garnett Adams.

PRELUDE
WELCOME
* HYMN OF PRAISE

This Is The Day To Rejoice, arr. Hayes

* CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
Christ is risen.
People:

He is risen indeed.

Leader:

We will give thanks to you, O Lord, with our whole heart;

People:

we will tell of all your wonderful deeds.

Leader:

We will be glad and exult in you;

People:

we will sing praise to your name, O Most High.

* OPENING PRAYER
Blessed are you, Lord God, King of the universe. In your wisdom, you have made all
creation to worship you. You call us to worship you now in this time and place, in unity
with prophets, martyrs, and saints from all times and places.
As we prepare for worship, we pray that you will quiet our hearts, that we may hear
your voice in your Word. We pray that you will stir our hearts, that we may more
faithfully follow Jesus, and that you will be glorified by the praise and prayers we offer
you.
May our worship today help us to offer our entire lives to you and unite us with your
whole church throughout the world. We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, who with
the Father and the Spirit is one God, blessed forever. Amen.
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Apostles’ Creed, Ecumenical Version
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe
in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come
again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.
*universal
* GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.

MEINEKE

CHILDREN’S BLESSING
At this time children up to 5th grade may go to Kid’s Worship. This is a time of worship geared to our
young ones. We do welcome children to remain in worship with their families. We want to support
families in whatever works best for you!
PSALTER READING
1

Let God grant us grace and bless us; let God make
his face shine on us,
2
so that your way becomes known on earth, so that
your salvation becomes known among all the nations.
3
Let the people thank you, God! Let all the people
thank you!
4
Let the people celebrate and shout with joy because
you judge the nations fairly and guide all nations on
the earth.

5

Leader:

This is the word of God, for the people of God.

People:

Thanks be to God.

OFFERTORY

Psalms 67, CEB

Let the people thank you, God! Let all the people
thank you!
6
The earth has yielded its harvest. God blesses us—
our God blesses us!
7
Let God continue to bless us; let the far ends of the
earth honor him.

Endless Song/How Can I Keep From Singing;
Lowry, Tomlin; arr. Carter, Koerts

There are a number of ways you can give. You can give 1) online at AndoverLex.org,
2) by texting ACG to 84321, 3) in the box in the back of the sanctuary, or
4) by mail to the church office at 200 W. High Street, Lexington, KY 40507.

ACTS LESS0N
9

A vision of a man from Macedonia came to Paul
during the night. He stood urging Paul, “Come over to
Macedonia and help us!”
10
Immediately after he saw the vision, we prepared
to leave for the province of Macedonia, concluding
that God had called us to proclaim the good news to
them.
11
We sailed from Troas straight for Samothrace and
came to Neapolis the following day.
12
From there we went to Philippi, a city of
Macedonia’s first district and a Roman colony. We
stayed in that city several days.

13

Acts 16:9-15, CEB

On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to
the riverbank, where we thought there might be a
place for prayer. We sat down and began to talk with
the women who had gathered.
14
One of those women was Lydia, a Gentile Godworshipper from the city of Thyatira, a dealer in
purple cloth. As she listened, the Lord enabled her to
embrace Paul’s message.
15
Once she and her household were baptized, she
urged, “Now that you have decided that I am a
believer in the Lord, come and stay in my house.”
And she persuaded us.

Note: During Eastertide a reading from Acts is often substituted for the lesson from the Hebrew Bible.

Leader:

This is the word of God, for the people of God.

People:

Thanks be to God.

INTRODUCTION TO PRAYER
We would love to know how we can be in prayer with and for you.
Prayer requests are received by using prayer cards found in the seatbacks or by texting your
request to 859-274-9471. Prayer cards can be left in the box in the back of the sanctuary.

HYMN OF PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
NEW TESTAMENT READING
10

He took me in a Spirit-inspired trance to a great,
high mountain, and he showed me the holy city,
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God.
22
I didn’t see a temple in the city, because its temple
is the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb.
23
The city doesn’t need the sun or the moon to shine
on it, because God’s glory is its light, and its lamp is
the Lamb.
24
The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of
the earth will bring their glory into it.
25
Its gates will never be shut by day, and there will
be no night there.
26
They will bring the glory and honor of the nations
into it.

27

Revelation 21:10,22-22:5, CEB

Nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who
does what is vile and deceitful, but only those who
are registered in the Lamb’s scroll of life.
22Then the angel showed me the river of life-giving
water, shining like crystal, flowing from the throne of
God and the Lamb
2
through the middle of the city’s main street. On each
side of the river is the tree of life, which produces
twelve crops of fruit, bearing its fruit each month. The
tree’s leaves are for the healing of the nations.
3
There will no longer be any curse. The throne of God
and the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will
worship him.

They will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads.

Night will be no more. They won’t need the light of a
lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will
shine on them, and they will rule forever and always.

4

5

Leader:

This is the word of God, for the people of God.

People:

Thanks be to God.

There Is A Balm In Gilead

ANTHEM

Bre Frye

* GOSPEL READING

John 5:1-9, CEB

1

After this there was a Jewish festival, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem.
2
In Jerusalem near the Sheep Gate in the north
city wall is a pool with the Aramaic name
Bethsaida. It had five covered porches,
3
and a crowd of people who were sick, blind, lame,
and paralyzed sat there.
5
A certain man was there who had been sick for
thirty-eight years.
6
When Jesus saw him lying there, knowing that he
had already been there a long time, he asked him,
“Do you want to get well?”

7

The sick man answered him, “Sir, I don’t have
anyone who can put me in the water when it is
stirred up. When I’m trying to get to it, someone
else has gotten in ahead of me.”
8
Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and
walk.”
9
Immediately the man was well, and he picked up
his mat and walked. Now that day was the
Sabbath.

Leader:

This is the word of God, for the people of God.

People:

Thanks be to God.

SERMON

Eastertide 2022

Rev. Chad Foster

INVITATION
Pastor:

Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of
their sin and seek to live in peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess
our sin before God and one another.

CONFESSION AND PARDON
People:

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole
heart. We have failed to be an obedient church. We have not done
your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your
love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the
cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Leader:

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves
God's love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People:

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

All:

Glory to God. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING FOR EASTER
Leader:

The Lord be with you.

People

And also with you.

Leader:

Lift up your hearts.

People:

We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader:

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Leader:

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks
to you, Father Almighty (almighty God ), creator of heaven and earth.
You formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When
we turned away, and our love failed, your love remained steadfast. You
delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, brought
us to a land flowing with milk and honey, and set before us the way of life.
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

People:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Leader:

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his
suffering, death, and resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us
from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by water
and the Spirit. By your great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope
through the resurrection of your Son from the dead and to an inheritance that
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading. Once we were no people, but now
we are your people, declaring your wonderful deeds in Christ,
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks
to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: "Take, eat; this is
my body which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me."
When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his
disciples, and said: "Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do
this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union
with Christ's offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

People:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Leader:

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and
wine. Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for
the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his blood.
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry
to all the world, until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly
banquet. Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy
Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father (God), now and for ever.

BREAKING THE BREAD
Leader:

Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have
given yourself to us. Grant that we may go into the world in the strength
of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen

* HYMN OF RESPONSE (Verses 1,2,4,7)

* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE

Echo from French Overture; Bach, arr. Smith

All music in this service is licensed under CCLI Copyright #1354900, CCLI Streaming #CSPL162444,
CCS Streaming & Copyright #14072 and One License A-723948.

